
 

 

 

the 

Literacy News 
Grades 3-6 

What’s happening in the world of 

ELA? 
 

Common Literacy Terms 

Writing Process-  
Brainstorm, Pre-Write, Draft, Revise, Edit, Publish 

 

Reading- 
Fluency, Intonation, Comprehension, Sequence of Events, 
Prediction, Inference, Author’s Purpose, Character Traits 
(internal/external), Point of View, Claim, Support, Details, 

Main/Central Idea 
 

COMMON 

 

CORE 

 

 Encourage 
facilitation 

of the 
learning 
process 

rather 

than the 

STANDARDS 
 

 Encourages 
literacy in all 
content areas 

 

M A R C H  2 0 1 5  

 Expect 

active 

participation 

of all 
students 

 

In Winter When It’s Zero 
 

In winter when it’s zero 
I zoom straight home 
     from play, 

But when the springtime 

     sun is bright, 

I zigzag 
      All 

The 

   Way! 
 

-Margaret and John 

Travers Moore 
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READING 

What goes on in your child’s reading class? 
Students are learning to: 

 Understand the main/central idea in text  

 Differentiate point of view from various 

characters 

 Recognize text genre and structure 

 Decode multisyllabic words 

 Understand the meaning of new words, using 

context clues 

 Remember and use language patterns studied 

(prefixes, suffixes) 

 Recognize text genre and structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 R 

 

 

Relate the book to own experience(s) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO READ 

EVERY NIGHT! 

Here are some things you may want to discuss: 

 Tell me about the story. What is 

it about?  

 What genre are you reading? 

 Who are the characters in the 

story? (Protagonist/Antagonist) 

 Was there a problem the 

characters faced? 

 Who helped solve the problem? 

 Were your predictions correct? 

Did you change your predictions 

throughout the story? 

 Did you empathize with a 

character from the story? 

 Did any of the characters in the 

story change? If so, how? 

 If you could re-write the ending, 

how would you change it? 

 Why is the title significant? 

Would you change the title if you 

could? 
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WORD MEANING GAMES 

 

Determine the Meanings of Words 
 

While driving in the car or riding on the bus with the 

child, practice wordplay games. Talk about how the 

word jam means something you put on toast as well 

as cars stuck in traffic. How many other multi-meaning 

words can the child think of? 
Using index cards, write down several ordinary words 

the child knows (for example, dry, large, beautiful, 

hot). Give the child a blank piece of notebook paper 

along with a pencil. Show the child one of the words 

on the index cards and when you say “go,” ask the 

child to write down as many antonyms for the word as 

s/he can think of. Next, ask the child to write down as 

many synonyms for the word as s/he can think of. 
 

 

Play a vocabulary game to help identify 

common prefixes  

 

Identify Common Prefixes 
On index cards, write out several common 

prefixes: for example, dis- (meaning 

opposite) in- 

(meaning not), mis- (meaning bad). Place the 

cards 

facedown. Take turns with the child turning 

over the 

top card. The player whose turn it is gets to 

say a 

word which uses the prefix correctly (for 1 

point) and 

to provide the definition of the prefix (for 2 

points). 

Play continues until all the cards are gone 

and the 

winner is the one with the most points. 

Play a vocabulary game to help identify common 

suffixes.  

 

Identify Common Suffixes 

On index cards, write out several common 

suffixes: for example, -ion (meaning the state or 

quality of), -less (meaning without), -ment (meaning 

action or process). Place the cards facedown. Take 

turns with the child turning over the top card. The 

player whose turn it is gets to say a word which uses 

the suffix correctly (for 1 point) and to provide the 

definition of the suffix (for 2 points). Play continues 

until all the cards are gone and the winner is the one 

with the most points. 
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Ways to help at home: 

 Collect ideas for writing- Choose significant 
moments in your child’s life to write about.  

 Start a personal journal where he/she may 
write about favorite activities, time spent 
with friends/family, vacation stories, etc. 

 Share rich literature with them- Notice how 
an author crafts a story. 

 Share poetry- Notice figurative language. 
 Look at photographs of family experiences. 

Share stories to bring the memory to life, 
then encourage your child to write about it. 

 Write about family experiences from a 
different family member’s point of view. 
(Perspective of a parent, grandparent, or 
sibling) 

 Help remember thoughts, actions, feelings, 
and dialogue from a shared family event to 
include in a story. 

 Please encourage your children to write 
every day!  

WRITING 

What goes on in your child’s writing 
class? 

 Students understand that 
there is a purpose and an 
audience for all writing 

 Students write in various 
forms- Narrative, 
Informational, and 
Opinion/Argument 

 Author’s ‘craft’ is studied  
 Students learn about 

figurative language and 
technique 

 Students apply specific 
strategies to improve their 
writing 

 Students learn that writing 
focuses around the following 
traits: Ideas, 
Organization/Structure, 
Sentence Fluency, Word 
Choice, Voice and 
Conventions/Grammar.  
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Language:  

The language standards include the 

essential "rules" of standard 

written and spoken English, but 

they also look at language as a 

matter of craft and making choices. 

 

Speaking and listening:  
The speaking and listening 

standards require students to 

develop a range of broadly useful 

oral communication and 

interpersonal skills, not just skills 

needed for formal presentations. 

 

Key Features of the Common 

Core Standards for Literacy 

 

Reading:  
The reading standards place equal 

emphasis on the sophistication of 

what students read and the skill 

with which they read. 

 

Writing:  
The writing standards 

acknowledge the fact that while 

some writing skills (e.g., the ability 

to plan, revise, edit, and publish) 

apply to many types of writing, 

other skills relate to specific types 

of writing: arguments, 

informative/explanatory texts, and 

narratives. 

 

 

 

 

Common Core Standards Websites 

 
www.corestandards.org 

 

www.corecommonstandards.com 
 

www.state.nj.us/education/ccss 

 
www.nj.gov/education/ccss 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corecommonstandards.com/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ccss
http://www.nj.gov/education/ccss


 

 

 

 


